ers. Children are having their brains distorted by indifference when love and care are absolute necessities for development that will give a child a chance to be a happy adult living a meaningful life.
What is wrong with this society that began in the crucible of struggle for freedom and high ideals for humanity? We are talking about treatment for children who, when helpless and in need of all the love and support we can muster, are betrayed by adults who just don't have time or, even worse, prey on their helplessness in a quest for self-gratification over any other priority.
Not only these children's memories but also their brain function have been compromised in a way that promotes their own inability to evolve as humans. They then reenact their abuse on offspring, thus perpetuating and multiplying the pain and the damage.
We talk vaguely about treatment, with few positive outcome studies, while the numbers only increase. We see the work ethic -take responsibility for yourself, work hard, succeed, gain access to material wealth -become perverted into "screw everyone else, "me first at any cost," "the guy with the most toys wins," "me, me, me" -a narcissistic frenzy.
We can try to treat the ever increasing disorders spawned by our society, help child and adult victims adjust to attachment disorders, cognitive changes, the inability to self regulate emotional responses. Can we treat effectively the growing tide of abused people? Has it always been the human condition or are we with our "freedoms," distorted by competitive materialism and narcissism, producing increasing numbers of people who just want to "turn on," indifferent to their children, predators who justify themselves by "getting what they want" or material success?
It seems to me that something much bigger than what we can treat is going wrong. Instead of evolving as a peaceful, spiritual meritocracy, we are devolving to a society of seeming post-apocalyptic survivalists, polluting society with perpetuated abuse for our own gratification.
What about searching for love for the divinity in others and gratitude for our freedom and this beautiful earth? Why not work to get this appreciation back as a value much more important than our petty wants and differences? doi:10.3928/00485713-20050501-01 What Happened To the American Dream?
